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Message from Mark

When reading the new ‘Construction Procurement Guidelines’ for wool in buildings
https://www.procurement.govt.nz/guides/construction-procurement/construction-
procurement-guidelines/#sustainable-construction | struggle to understand how this
Government is backing wool (which we support) in government buildings, but is basically
ignoring wood, i.e. timber and wood products. Like wool, New Zealand wood has a great
story to tell as to being natural, renewable, plus contributing to our economy, rural
communities, and emissions reduction commitments. With the 5% Edition of the
Government Procurement rules currently under review, now is the ideal time for the
Government to also show support for our sustainable wood industry, and add the use of
wood products to the new construction procurement guidelines.

Mark
mark@wpma.org.nz

United States lobbyists key messages to the White House supported by
WPMA

With timber and lumber imports into the United States currently exempt from any form of
tariffs it is heartening to see strong lobbying to the White House from domestic big
businesses, such as the US Chamber and the National Home Building Associations (NHAB)
who are strongly opposed to any forms of future tariffs on wood products. In the US
Chamber’s submission on the s. 232 investigation into imported timber and lumber products
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into the US, they highlighted their strong opposition to the establishment of tariffs or
guantitative restrictions on imports of timber, lumber, and their derivative products such as
paper, cardboard and pulp. Imports of these goods into the US are not seen as a national
security risk. The Chamber commented that imposing tariffs on these goods adds costs for
US businesses and home construction, undermines the export successes enjoyed by the US
paper industry, and reduces incomes in many US communities. We are supportive of these
key messages and to enhance our advocacy work on the tariff exemption and engagement
with the local US building and construction industry, WPMA has joined the NAHB. The NAHB
comment being ‘It’s clear that your members play a meaningful role in the U.S. residential
construction market, and we’d be delighted to help you build stronger connections and stay
informed on key developments’.

EU Deforestation Regulations webinar — 7.30pm Wed 30 April

The European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) is a new law aimed at ensuring that products
exported to the EU have not contributed to deforestation or forest degradation. It covers
specific commodities like beef, leather, and wood products. Operators and traders must
complete due diligence before placing these products on the EU market. The EUDR has
raised challenges and opportunities for our wood products and forestry industry. By WPMA
and NZFOA working together with government, we have shared information and are now
progressing standardised guidelines and tools to streamline data collection, with
geolocation and forest declarations as our primary focus. With the need to provide accurate
data on the exact location of where trees have been harvested, Forestry companies are a
key component of ensuring that New Zealand wood product exporters to the European
Union can meet the EUDR requirements. Without a complete Due Diligence System
exported wood products will be rejected by the EU, adversely affecting the wider forestry
sector in lost income, reputation and markets. The EUDR will apply from the 30 December
2025. NZIF is hosting a webinar on EUDR presented by WPMA CEO Mark Ross. For more
details you can register here REGISTER HERE

EUDR core
requirements

1. The EUDR requires that selected
commodities must be sourced legally
and must come from a land that has
not been deforested nor degraded
after 31Dec 2020.

2. Companies must mitigate as much
as possible the risks (due diligence)
of illegality and deforestation before
placing or exporting the products
in/from the EU market.
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NZ Government must include wood in public building procurement decisions

The decision to consider using wool fibres over synthetic options is sensible, but it is
disappointing wood fibres that possess the same innovative, sustainable and health benefits
to wool have been overlooked. Incentivising investment and growth within the wood
processing and manufacturing industry is part of the Government’s plan that was
announced by Forestry Minister, Hon Todd McClay at Mystery Creek Field Days in 2024.
Hence, the chance to back this announcement by prioritising wood along with wool
products in Government building and construction projects is a missed opportunity. WPMA
now call on the Government to align the wool directive with wood, as to directing
consideration by agencies of using wood fibre products in the construction and
refurbishment of government buildings.

Indian Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement supported by WPMA

‘For the CFTA to be comprehensive and commercially meaningful there must be a
commitment by both New Zealand and India to eliminate as many barriers to trade as
possible by an agreed deadline’, is WPMAs’ core message within our submission on the
CFTA negotiations to trade officials. With the Indian wood market projected to increase
from USDS1 billion to USD$1.47 billion by 2029, India is set to become one of the largest
consumers of wood. To encourage our timber producers to consider exporting to India our
trade negotiators need to be cognisant of the impacts of Non-Tariff Barriers on the NZ wood
processing sector, along with the current adverse effect of Indian tariffs on wood products
of between 5.5 and 30%. By working through these trade barriers, the opportunities to grow
our share of the Indian market will be enhanced, hence supporting growth within our
sector. WPMA look forward to working closely with the government to support a successful
outcome to these negotiations.

American exporter awards (AmCham) 2025 now open for entry

Entries are now open for all exporters to the United States for the 2025 AmCham Awards. If
your business trades goods or provides services, education, intellectual property, or
royalties to or form the USA — or has made a significant social or environmental impact



through its business with the USA — you qualify to enter. More details can be found here
https://www.amcham.co.nz/2025-Awards

Recent WPMA Submissions

e New Zealand and India negotiations of a CFTA
https://wpma.org.nz/assets/Submissions/NZ-and-India-CFTA-negotiations-WPMA-
feedback-15April2025.pdf

e Government procurement rules for responsible expenditure of public funds (5" Edition

2025) https://wpma.org.nz/assets/Submissions/WPMA-Govt-Procurement-Rules-5th-
edition-feedback-80425.pdf

Upcoming Events

WPMA National Conference — 8 October, Wellington — Partnership

Opportunities available

The WPMA Conference will bring together a dynamic range of business leaders and
influential stakeholders from across a wide variety of sectors. Through the delivery of
strategic insights into future opportunities for wood processing and manufacturing you will
be inspired to connect and grow our industry to ensure a resilient and profitable future.
For Partnership Opportunities available here

Frame and Truss Manufacturers Association Conference: 16-18 July 2025
The Frame and Truss Manufacturers Association (FTMA) conference registrations are now
open. The conference will be held in Rotorua from 16—18 JULY 2025. Please Click here for
more details and to register.

Housing Summit — Green Building Council — 7 May 2025

On Wednesday 7 May, the Green Building Council will be holding the 2025 Housing Summit
in Tamaki Makaurau, Auckland. The Housing Summit will include over 300 of Aotearoa’s
foremost housing industry leaders, from designers to builders and planners to policy
makers. The conference theme this year, “It’s happening”, highlights that changes are taking
place. The economy and building regulations have all changed and further changes are
coming. Things are happening, and we’d like you to join this conversation at the summit,
with a 10% discount to WPMA members. See Housing Summit 2025

Manufacturing (South Mach) Exhibition - Christchurch 28-29 May 2025
Elevate your manufacturing and engineering business with products, trends and knowledge
at SouthMACH. SouthMACH is the South Island’s leading industry trade event, spotlighting
the latest developments in manufacturing, engineering and technology. Access big
developments in new brands and product launches, essential education and industry
insights, crucial networking, and serious deal-making. Two value-packed days | Industry
seminars & networking | Thousands of solutions on display. More details:
https://southmach.co.nz/show/southmach-2025/
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NZ Taxonomy webinar
You are invited to an informative webinar on the Aotearoa New Zealand Sustainable Finance
Taxonomy (NZ Taxonomy), ahead of its first public consultation.

o Date: Wednesday, 7 May 2025

e Time: 12pm-12.45pm NZT

e Registration link: Here
This session is designed to provide a high-level overview of the Taxonomy’s
structure/components, methodical design features and development process, and to help
prepare interested individuals and organisations to engage meaningfully with the upcoming
consultation.

Timber Bridges Conference - 29 June to 2 July, Rotorua
The 5th International Timber Bridges Conference will be held in Rotorua from the 29 June to
the 2 July 2025. Registrations are now open. More details can be found here ICTB 2025

Forest Bioeconomy Innovations Conference — 20 — 21 October 2025

The 2025 Forest Bioeconomy Innovations Conference will be held in Rotorua from the 20-21
October. More details can be found here: https://innovatek.co.nz/event/bioeconomy-
innovations-2025/

In the News

Wood wants to join wool in new government construction rules

"We're really pleased for wool products, this is an excellent outcome for them. But we're
highly disappointed that this procurement policy hasn't been extended to wood products,
such as timber and engineered wood products,”
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/top/557872/wood-hemp-sectors-want-to-join-wool-
in-new-government-construction-rules

Timber exports exempt from Trump’s tariffs for now

"But we've got sustainable plantations and great product for their market that can't be
made in America. The customers over there want it and need it."
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/top/557201/nz-timber-exports-immune-from-trump-

tariff-hit

United States a growth market for NZ timber exporters

‘The United States was New Zealand's third largest market for timber exports, after China
and Australia.”
https://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/on-air/heather-du-plessis-allan-drive/audio/mark-
ross-wood-processors-manufacturers-association-of-nz-ceo-on-the-timber-sector-
escaping-the-tariffs/
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WIDE Trust — apply for funding towards your wood processing apprenticeship
programmes

Do you need funds to
progress an initiative,
project or programme in
your business?

. -
Do your employeesneed

funds to progress wood
processing studies,
projects or qualifications?

Apply to the WIDE Trust
for support...

g The Wood Industry Development
¢ 2 and Education Trust (WIDE Trust)
. is a charitable trust established
in2018. The Trust supports

businesses undertaking research,

"’ v development and other initiatives
I N to advance the wood or forestry
industry sectors in New Zealand
. and students undertaking career-
i related studies or projects in these
H industry sectors.

Initiatives supported by the Trust

include:

- apprenticeship programmes

« in-house training programmes

« international study tour to seek
out industry innovations and
best practice

« attendance at industry events

+ assessor training

« timber design and wood
processing awards

Apply online ’
www.widetrust.org.nz WOOD INDUSTRY
WIDE ;e
NN NN 8 47— -

Mark Ross

Chief Executive
Mark@wpma.org.nz
Mob: 027 442 9965
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